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1.- Wetlands in Gautegiz Arteaga 
 
The wetlands that currently host the largest amount of aquatic birds from all the marshes of the 
reserve. They constitute the first experience of recovering a stable water film in Urdaibai, it was in 
October 2009. The observation of seabirds is very simple. In recent years there have been observed 
about 205 species of birds, both, land and seabirds, at different times of the year. 

 

Equipments for birdwatching 

 The Orueta observatory (1), located at 350 mts. from the Urdaibai Bird Center, offers a high 
diversity of species characteristic from reeds and shallow waters, highlighting the Waders, 
Sandpipers, Herons, and various species of ducks. It has panels for the identification of species, as 
well as weekly information about the species observed each week. 

The Ozollo Observatory (2), situated at a distance of 1500 mts form the center, offers a vision of the 
deeper waters and thick reeds.  

 

It has panels for the identification of species, as well as weekly information about the species 
observed each week.  
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How to reach  

From Gernika-Lumo towards Gautegiz-Arteaga, at beginning of the village take the signal 
indicating the Urdaibai Bird Center and in the parking of the Center both observatories are signed. 
There is a bus stop of Bizkaibus just next to the signals.  

 

 

 

Representative birds 

Grey heron 
Purple Heron 
Little Egret 
Bittern 
Cattle Egret 
Great Cormorant 
Spoonbill 
Wigeon 
Gadwall 
Shoveler 
Mallard 
Common Pochard 
Teal 
Greylag Goose 
Pintail 
Marsh-harrier 
Osprey 
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Hobby 
Common Sandpiper 
Green Sandpiper 
Wood Sandpiper 
Common Greenshank 
Common Redshank 
Black-tailed Godwit 
Common Snipe 
Lapwing 
Ruff 
Kingfisher 
Penduline Tit 
Coot 
Moorhen 
Little Grebe  
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2.- Wetlands in Busturia 
 
In San Kristobal (Busturia) (1) from the observatory which is located in the sandy area (2) several 
species of birds can be seen, they use the plains of mud and the channels that appear at low tide 
for food supply. The bird watching in this area is highly dependent on the tide, during big tides all 
the area is covered by water. 

 

In the district of Axpe accessed from the railway stop (3) and once having crossed the track, on the 
left had a small wetland can be seen(4), and continuing for about 150 mts. you arrive to an inlet (5) 
from where the Kingfisher and several species of Waders can be seen. 

Equipments 

In the sandy area of San Cristobal there is an observatory perfectly equipped for bird watching. 
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How to reach  

Take the Gernika-Bermeo road and once you arrive to the district of San Cristobal, when arriving 
to the traffic light take the road on your right.  Continue for about 300 mts. until the railway stop 
of San Cristobal district.  

To reach Axpe, take again the road towards Bermeo and continue 500 mts until the next district, 
Axpe Busturia. 

 

 

In this case before the traffic lights take the road on your right until you reach the railway stop, 
where after crossing the tracks and following a path along the marshes for about 300 mts. you will 
reach the small anchorage Urkitxepe where you have a good view of the cove. 
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Representative birds 

Curlew 
Dunlin 
CommonRinged Plover 
Little Ringed Plover 
Great Loon 
Grey Plover 
Whimbrel 
Reed Bunting 
Reed Warbler 
Yellow Wagtail 
Grey heron 
Great Cormorant 
Spoonbill 
Wigeon 
Osprey 
Common Greenshank 
Common Redshank 
Black-tailed Godwit 
Kingfisher 
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3.- Matxitxako cape and The Sea-Biotope of 
Gaztelugatxe  
 

Matxitxako cape 

Matxitxako offers a very good point for watching a great diversity of species of seabirds. Autumn is 
especially interesting because the prevailing northwest winds push the birds in migration into the 
coast, being able to observe not only marine but also aquatic birds migrating. The use of ground-
based telescopes is crucial at this point for bird watching.  

 

 

 

Equipments 

Currently an observatory for seabirds and cetaceans is built in the old lighthouse of Matxitxako. 
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How to reach 

From Bermeo towards Bakio, after having gone over for 4 kms, take a detour (1) towards Matxitxako. 
Continue 2 km until you reach the old lighthouse (2). From the old lighthouse continue through a 
narrow path going to the west for about 50 m. and from this point the islets of Gaztelugatxe and 
Aketxe can be observed. 
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The Sea-Biotope of Gaztelugatxe 

Gaztelugatxe is one of the most interesting coastal settlements of the Basque coast from the 
landscape, historical and natural point of view. The two islands and the bay of the surroundings, 
form an extremely interesting environment from the ornithological point of view.  

For bird watching activity a good starting point is the Headland of Ermu (3), which is located in 
front of the Rock of Aketxe, where there is a breeding colony of shags.  

On the way to San Juan de Gaztelugatxe birds from coastal heath and moorland can be observed. 
The hermitage of San Juan (4) offers spectacular views. 

 

How to reach 

To access Gaztelugatxe, once having arrived to the car park on the edge of the road, go down by 
foot to San Juan for about 250 mts. At the first corner take the path on the right for about 50 
meters and take another path which goes through a forest of oaks. After 200 meters, you arrive to a 
vantage point from where the islet of Aketxe can be observed. 

 

 

Representative birds 

Cory's Shearwater 
Manx Shearwater 
Balearic Shearwater 
Sooty Shearwater 
Shag 
Peregrine Falcon 
Common Kestrel 
Blue Rock Thrush 
Swinhoe's Storm Petrel 
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Great Skua 
Parasitic Jaeger 
Long-tailed Jaeger 
Black-legged Kittiwake 
Black-headed Gull 
Arctic Tern 
Common Murre 
Razorbill 
Wallcreeper 
Black Redstart 
Stonechat 
Dartford Warbler 
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4.- The Valley of Ereño-Nabarniz 
 

The tour runs along the higher Atlantic countryside of Urdaibai, among pastures, hedgerows, small 
woods, orchards and forestry plantations. From Ereño (1) to Nabarniz, through the road various 
birds of the Atlantic countryside can be observed.  

 

 

Subsequently from Merika (2), in Narbaniz, the mountain Illuntzar (3) can be reached, one of the 
best areas of montane grasslands of Urdaibai. Once at the top and descending the hill, you arrive 
until the beech grove of Airo (4), one of the only beech tree grove of the Reserve where there s a 
path that connects the grove with the neighborhood of Zabaleta (5). 

 

How to reach 

From Gernika towards Lekeitio and after passing through the town of Arteaga Gautegiz, in the 
height of Muruetagane take the detour to the right that says Ereño. After 500 mts and after 
reaching Ereño, walk over the road until Narbaniz and the mount of Illuntzar  (713m), walking 
down you will reach to Airo and the neighborhood of  Zabaleta (Nabarniz). 
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Representative species 

Red-backed Shrike 
Common Buzzard 
Goshawk 
Stonechat 
GreenWoodpecker 
Great Spotted Woodpecker 
Jay 
Common Chaffinch 
Common Linnet 
Tree Sparrow 
Great Tit 
Blue Tit 
Crested Tit 
Black Redstart 
White Wagtail 
Dunnock 
Wheatear 
Kestrel 
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Bullfinch 
Greenfinch 
Tawny Owl 
Egyptian Vulture 
Red Kite 
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5.- The oak grove of Arratzu-Mendata 
The oaks grove of Arratzu-Mendata has large and height trees and a diverse understory. The oaks 
groove merges with the riparian forest of the Golako River which brings remarkable bird diversity. 
The tour starts at the Church of St. Thomas the Apostle (1). From there, a path after crossing the 
bridge Artzubia medieval (2) delves into the heart of the oak (3) where making a small stop a great 
diversity of species of forest birds can be seen, as well as different species of woodpeckers and typical 
forest passerines.  

 

 

 

 

Following the tour, and finishing at the tower of Montolan (4) stunning view of the valley of the river 
Golako can be observed. 
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How to reach 

From Gernika taking the road towards Arratzu. Once in the neighborhood of Loiola, and going 
towards the church of Santo Tomas Apostol located at a distance of 1.5 km., continue a path 
leading down to the river. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After having crossed the river through the bridge of Artzubi, continue a path that goes in parallel 
to a river until arriving to a dam. After that, retrace your steps to get back to the path. It continues 
up and after having walked for 1.5 kms, through different forest stands, you will arrive to the tower 
of Montolan. 
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Representative birds 

Goshawk 
Green Woodpecker 
Wryneck 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
Common Firecrest 
Blackcap 
Jay 
Tawny Owl 
Little Owl 
Short-toed Treecreeper 
Nuthatch 
Bullfinch 
Song Thrush 
Great Tit 
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Marsh Tit 
Blue Tit 
Wren 
Common Chaffinch 
Long-tailed Tit 
Hobby 
 


