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CHALLENGES TO BE COMPLETED DURING  
THE VISIT TO URDAIBAI BIOSPHERE  
RESERVE 
 

In this area, a minimum of 4 of the 6 designated challenges must be completed. 

The Passport will be stamped in the Urdaibai Bird Center. Obtaining a photograph of the center 
itself will make up one of the challenges 

The visit to Urdaibai combines history, culture and nature. On this journey through time, we will 
get to know The Biosphere Reserve, visiting prehistoric sites, gaining an insight into the Roman 
occupation of the area and learning about the turbulent Medieval Period.  Having moved on to 
contemporary times, we will visit the innovative Urdaibai Bird Center, where we will discover the 
wonderful world of birds and their migratory habits.  

 

Proposed Challenges InThe Urdaibai Reserve 

 
1) The General Assembly and The Tree of Gernika, a universal symbol of the Basques. 

2) San Pedro´s Chapel at the top of Atxarre, a mountain overlooking Urdaibai. 

3) Elantxobe, a village which clings to the cliff face, sheltering from the sea. 

4) Urdaibai Bird Center, the migration of birds from the heart of the reserve. 

5) The prehistoric cave, Santimamiñe. 

6) The 1st – 3rd Century Roman settlement in Forua. 
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1. Urdaibai Bird Center  
        (Gautegiz Arteaga, Biscay) 
 

 

 

Points of interest: Urdaibai Bird Center is a living museum of nature. Located in the heart of the 
Urdaibai Biosphere Reserve, the center itself is a viewpoint from which visitors can enjoy the world 
of birds and their migratory habits.   

Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/Xe3kg3 

Coordinates:  (UTM: 30 T 527798 E 4799392 N) (Lambert: 43°20'48.8"N 2°39'25.3"W) 

Opening Times:  

• March to June  Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays: from 11:00 to 19:00.  
                                       Weekdays: from 11:00 to 14:00 (closed on Mondays) 
 

• July to August  Everyday from 11:00 to 19:00. (closed on Mondays in July) 
 

• September to October Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays: from 11:00 to 19:00   
                                        Weekdays: from 11:00 to 14:00 (closed on Mondays) 
 

• November to March Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Public Holidays: from 11:00 to 17:00  

Observations: Information about the Reserve can be obtained from the Bird Center. In addition to 
this, visitors can enjoy the hides which are managed by the center. Located in front of the marsh 
they are an ideal point from which to observe large numbers of birds during periods of migration, 
breeding or wintering. 

For more information: www.birdcenter.org 

 

https://goo.gl/Xe3kg3
http://www.birdcenter.org/
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2. Santimamiñe Cave 
(Kortezubi, Biscay) 

 

 

Points of interest: Santimamiñe Cave has been declared A World Heritage Site by UNESCO. It was 
inhabited by the first settlers in the area during the The Magdelenian epoch, 15.000 years ago. 
Overlooking holme-oak forests and the estuary itself, the cave is situated in a privileged position on 
the slopes of the mountain Ereñozar. At the beginning of the path which leads to the entrance of 
the cave is the Chapel of San Mames. (16th Century). It was here that tombs from the 1st to 3rd 
Century were discovered. 

Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/tLRc0X 

Coordinates: (UTM: 30 T UM 360034 E | 4668102 N) (Lambert: 42 09 09.2 N | 04 41 38.7 O) 

Observations: A virtual 3D tour offers the opportunity to explore the cave in depth and to admire 
this Paleolithic sanctuary in which the rock paintings have been perfectly conserved for thousands 
of years. The virtual tour takes place in the chapel next to the cave. It is also possible to organize a 
visit to the cave itself.  

 

 

 

 

https://goo.gl/tLRc0X
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Situated nearby is the Oma Painted Forest, a work by the artist Agustin Ibarrola. It combines the 
modern movement of Land Art with the techniques and style of Paleolithic artists. 

For more information: http://goo.gl/GmSuxw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://goo.gl/GmSuxw
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3. Roman Settlement, Forua 
(Forua, Bizkaia) 

 

 

Points of Interest: The name Forua comes from the Latin word “forum” meaning market or public 
square.  The village was occupied by the Romans between the 1st and 3rd Century and was a trading 
post. It is considered to be the most important Roman site in the Basque/Cantabrian region. 
Situated on a rise overlooking the marsh and river, the village enjoys spectacular views. Just a short 
distance from the site is St Martin´s Church, which boasts a Romanic altar from the 1st Century. 
This altar is situated in the portico and is currently used for Holy Water. 

Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/zDi5ZU 

Coordinates  (UTM: 30 T UM 347256 E | 4658499 N) (Lambert: 42 03 49.4 N | 04 50 46.1 O) 

Observations: Just a few kilometres from Gernika, Forua is located within a network of footpaths. 
These routes cross the marsh and connect both banks of the river Oka. They provide easy access to 
areas which are ideal for watching birds which inhabit wetlands and forests. 

For more information: http://goo.gl/DLeKRw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://goo.gl/zDi5ZU
http://goo.gl/DLeKRw
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4. St Peter´s Chapel Atxarre (Ibarrangelu, Bizkaia) 

 

Points of Interest: Dedicated to St Peter, the chapel is estimated to have been built in the 15th 
Century. Overlooking Urdaibai, on the mountain Atxarre, its location boasts spectacular views of 
the estuary. It is set within the most extensive area of holme-oak forest on the Cantabrian cornice. 
Near the chapel is an enclave known as “The Dancing Place”. Legend has it that covens of witches 
met here.  

Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/5Gh5r2       

Coordinates ( UTM: 30 T 526637 E 4804892 N )  (  Lambert: 43º 23’ 47.13’’N   2º 40’15.83’’ O ) 

Observations: St Peter´s Chapel of Atxarre is situated at an altitude of 311 metres on the moutain 
which bears the same name. It can be reached by a footpath. A pleasant walk to the chapel takes 
an estimated 30 minutes. 

For more information: http://goo.gl/eNALMw 

 

https://goo.gl/5Gh5r2
http://goo.gl/eNALMw
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5. The Biscay General Assembly Hall,  The Tree of       
Gernika (Gernika-Lumo, Bizkaia) 

 
 
Points of interest: The Tree of Gernika is the most universal symbol of the Basque people. 
It was under this tree that the first Assemblies were held in the Middle Ages. These assemblies were 
meetings of representatives of neighbourhood councils. They allowed the needs and desires of even 
the most isolated villages to be voiced. 
The General Assembly Hall was built alongside the tree between 1826 and 1833. It is in the Neo-
Classical style. Particularly noteworthy is the stained glass window, which makes reference to The 
Tree and the first Assemblies.    
 
Localización en Google Maps: https://goo.gl/UnNTr9 

Coordinatess: (UTM: 30 T 525952 E 4795626 N) (Lambert: 43°18'46.9"N 2°40'47.8"W) 

Opening Times:  

• Everyday:   from 10.00 to 14.00 and from 16.00 to 18.00                          
•  June to September:  open until 19.00. 

Observations: A visit to the emblematic town of Gernika offers an excellent opportunity to get to 
know not only the history and culture of the Basques, but also the local gastronomy. In addition to 
the General Assembly Hall, a must for any visitor are The Peace Museum, the replica of Picasso´s 
painting “Guernica”, the local Monday Market and The Museum of Euskal Herria. 

Más información: http://goo.gl/mc7Ngt 
 

https://goo.gl/UnNTr9
http://goo.gl/mc7Ngt
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6. The port of Elantxobe (Bizkaia) 

 

Points of Interest: Sheltered by the headland of Ogoño, this village clings to an almost vertical cliff 
face. It is this characteristic which makes it one of the most interesting ports on the Basque coast.  

On the 30th of January, 1990 there was a great storm in Elantxobe.  The sea battered the houses on 
the hillside, and great rocks came crashing down. The largest of these rocks, weighing 301 kilos, can 
still be seen in the place where it came to rest, thirty metres above sea level on one of the 
containing walls  

Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/3aAxcN 

Coordinates  (UTM: 30 T 529384 E 4805544 N) (Lambert: 43º24’07.36’’N  2º38’12.93’’ W) 

Observations: The village can be entered by two roads – one which goes directly to the port and the 
other which is connected to the center of the village. On the latter road there is a viewpoint giving 
a breathtaking panorama over The Cantabrian Sea.  

For more information: http://goo.gl/M0aT9Z 

 

https://goo.gl/3aAxcN
http://goo.gl/M0aT9Z

