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CHALLENGES TO BE COMPLETED DURING
THE VISIT TO RUTLAND WATER
In this area, a minimum of 4 of the designated challenges must be completed.
The Passport will be stamped in the Lyndon Visitor Centre. Obtaining a photograph of the center
itself will make up one of the challenges.

Proposed Challenges at Rutland Water
1)

The Lyndon Visitor Centre and Nature Reserve

2)

Anglian Water Birdwatching Centre

3)

Rutland Belle and Normanton Church

4)

Starmford

5)

Burghley House
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1.

Lyndon Visitor Centre

The Lyndon Visitor Centre has been home to nesting Ospreys since 2007. The Visitor Centre lies
down a narrow track leading from the minor road between Manton and Edith Weston on the
south shore of the reservoir – look for the large Osprey sign. The view from the Visitor Centre is
spectacular. Orchids bloom right outside and Tree Sparrows frequent the feeder in front of the
windows.
The centre features our live Osprey camera as well as fantastic new displays looking at the
relationship between weather and wildlife, with specific sections on weather, climate change and
phenology. There is also lots of information on the Osprey Project and the reserve in general and
Osprey staff will be on hand to give you information about the Ospreys and to direct you down to
the Osprey viewing hides.
The nature trail runs between the shore of the reservoir and the reserve’s traditionally managed
hay meadows. There are four hides accessible from the nature trail giving views of the reservoir
and the chance to see a range of birds such as Osprey, Kingfisher, Water Rail and a wide variety of
wildfowl and waders. You might also be lucky enough to catch a glimpse of the elusive Water Vole.
The hay meadows are full of wild flowers and in the summer they are teeming with butterflies,
damselflies and day-flying moths.
Location on Google Maps:

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Lyndon+Visitor+Centre/@52.6405212,0.6822682,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x487786c919adfb77:0x87407bc3ce7205f3
Opening Times:
•

March to September

Every day, 9am-5pm

•

September to March

Closed

For more information: www.ospreys.org.uk
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2. Anglian Water Birdwatching Centre

The internationally famous nature reserve at Rutland Water is managed by the Leicestershire and
Rutland Wildlife Trust in partnership with Anglian Water and provides one of the most important
wildfowl sanctuaries in Great Britain, regularly holding in excess of 25,000 waterfowl. It is a Site of
Special Scientific Interest, designated as a European Special Protection Area and internationally
recognised as a globally important wetland RAMSAR site.
The Anglian Water Birdwatching Centre, overlooking lagoon 1, is located at the western end of
Rutland Water and gives access to the Egleton section of Rutland Water Nature Reserve. There are
over 30 birdwatching hides and extensive nature trails which lead through hay meadows,
woodland and wetland areas. During the summer Common Terns and Black-headed Gulls nest on
islands on the lagoons and over 200 pairs of Sand Martins nest in artificial banks. Wildfowl
numbers peak in early winter with large numbers of Wigeon, Teal, Pintail and Tufted Ducks
arriving from continental Europe.
Location on Google Maps:
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/The+Anglian+Water+Bird+Watching+Centre/@52.6551825,0.7034536,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!1m2!10m1!1e2!3m1!1s0x4877812880f10add:0xfcbdfa3a9b597adb
Opening Times:
•

April to November

Every day, 9am-5pm

•

November to April

Every day except Christmas Day, 9am-4pm

For more information: www.rutlandwater.org.uk
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3. Rutland Belle and Normanton Church

The Rutland Belle
A cruise on the Rutland Belle is a wonderful way to see the reservoir and appreciate its size, scenery
and wildlife interest. The Osprey Project works in partnership with the Rutland Belle to host
Osprey Cruises, specifically to see Ospreys flying and fishing at close quarters. The Rutland Belle also
do daily 45 minute trips on the water, private cruises and wedding cruises to take passengers to
Normanton Church.
The Rutland Belle’s website - http://rutlandwatercruises.com/
Osprey cruise information - http://www.ospreys.org.uk/lyndon-reserve/cruises/
Location on Google Earth
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Rutland+Water+Cruises/@52.6615502,0.6318535,16.29z/data=!4m5!1m2!10m1!1e2!3m1!1s0x0000000000000000:0x1166c036fe6645f2
Normanton Church
One of the main points of interest on Rutland Water is Normanton Church, a well-known
landmark of the area. The church was deconsecrated in 1970 when the reservoir was to be flooded,
as its floor level was below that of the predicted water level, and therefore it was to be destroyed.
The gravestones were removed from the graveyard and 107 bodies were exhumed and cremated.
Two vaults were found under the church floor, containing 17 coffins from the Georgian period.
These were bodies of the Heathcote family, and were removed and cremated with permission from
their descendants.
However, the church was saved due to a public outcry. The Normanton Tower Trust was created in
1972, and worked together with Anglian Water to save this local landmark. The floor levels were
raised, the walls damp-proofed, and an embankment was built surrounding the building, with a
causeway to the shore. This was to protect it from the waves and provide public access. The work
was completed in 1978 before the reservoir first reached high water level in 1979.
Normanton Church was made into a museum in 1985. This museum has since been moved to the
visitor centre at Sykes’ Lane, and the church is now used for concerts and civil weddings. You can
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view the church in its spectacular setting from the reservoir perimeter track. The closest car park
is Normanton,
Location on Google Earth
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Normanton+Church/@52.6455378,0.6227713,17.41z/data=!4m5!1m2!10m1!1e2!3m1!1s0x0000000000000000:0xce7fb138baec99e8
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4. Stamford

(photo credit: www.southwestlincs.com/visit-stamford)

Proclaimed by Sir Walter Scott as “the finest stone town in England”, Stamford lies just a few miles
to the east of Rutland Water. It was declared a conservation area in 1967 and has over 600 listed
buildings of mellow limestone in the town centre, including five stunning medieval churches.
The popular Town Trail takes you through Stamford exploring passageways, main thoroughfares
and market squares. The walk takes approximately 2 hours but is divided into four shorter sections
each complete in itself. These are available from the Tourist Information Centre (St Mary’s Street)
or from Stamford Library (High Street).
Location on Google Maps
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Stamford,+Lincolnshire/@52.6509063,0.4769845,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x487785fc67c4818b:0xa6e04cac47eb8a1b
For more information see http://www.southwestlincs.com/visit-stamford/

7

CHALLENGES

Rutland Water
Lyndon Visitor Center

5. Burghley House

(photo credit: www.burghley.co.uk)

Burghley is one of the largest and grandest houses of the first Elizabethan Age. Built and mostly
designed by William Cecil, Lord High Treasurer to Queen Elizabeth I, between 1555 and 1587, the
main part of the House has 35 major rooms on the ground and first floors. There are more than 80
lesser rooms and numerous halls, corridors, bathrooms and service areas. The lead roof extends to
three quarters of an acre, restoration and rebuilding of which began in 1983 and took nearly ten
years to complete.
Visitor facilities include the Orangery restaurant, gift shop, gardens and beautiful walks around the
historic parkland laid out by Capability Brown and still occupied by a herd of fallow deer.
Location on Google Maps
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Burghley+House/@52.6426002,0.4566856,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0000000000000000:0xa088ba2e4e5f6095
Opening Times
Check website below.
For more information see http://www.burghley.co.uk/
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