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1.- El Oso Lagoons 
 
Characteristic of La Moraña, these steppe lagoons collect water in autumn and winter but remain 
almost totally dry during the summer months. They are essential for wintering birds such as 
cranes, geese and waterfowl, which come from Europe in autumn. They are also an obligatory stop 
for birds returning to northern Europe from the south. Over 170 different species have been 
observed in these wetlands.  
Of special interest are the common crane, greylag goose, black-bellied sandgrouse, Iberian imperial 
eagle and marsh harrier 
 

Birdwatching Facilities 

At the lagoons there are two observatories. To gain access to them, it is necessary to pick up a key, 
either in the Las Lagunas de la Moraña Centre or in the village bar. The first observatory is on the 
road to San Pascual. It is about 1.2km from the road and there is car park for visitor use.  The 
second observatory, which is near the water factory, is approximately 1km off the Hernansancho 
road. Binoculars and telescopes are required to observe birds here as there is a considerable 
distance to the lagoon. It is also important for visitors to stay inside the hides. They should not 
approach the lagoons on foot. 
 

  
 
Access/Directions 

The town of El Oso is on the CL- 803, which runs from Sanchidrian to San Pedro del Arroyo. To get 
to the San Pascual observatory, park behind the tyre shop and take the path to the observatory. 
Approximately 1.2 km the route passes through the steppeland around the lakes. It is a great place 
to enjoy the characteristic salt marshes and fields, along with a whole host of steppe birds.  Larks 
are particularly abundant. To reach the water factory observatory, take the cement track at km 18 
on the CL -803. Park in front of the factory and walk 300m to the hide, located in a poplar grove.   
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Representative species 

Common Crane (Grusgrus) 
Grey Heron (Ardeacinerea) 
Little Egret (Egrettagarzetta) 
Eurasian Spoonbill (Platalea leucorodia) 
Eurasian Wigeon (Anaspenelope) 
Gadwall (Anasstrepera) 
Northern Shoveler (Anasclypeata) 
Mallard (Anasplatyrhynchos) 
Eurasian Teal (Anascrecca) 
Greylag Goose (Anseranser) 
White stork (Ciconiaciconia) 
Iberian Imperial Eagle (Aquila adalberti) 
Western Marsh Harrier (Circusaeruginosus) 
Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) 
Common Snipe (Gallinagogallinago) 
Northern Lapwing (Vanellusvanellus) 
Black-winged Stilt (Himantopushimantopus) 
Ruff (Philomachuspugnax) 
Eurasian Coot (Fulicaatra) 
Common Moorhen (Gallinulachloropus) 
Black-bellied Sandgrouse (Pteroclesorientalis) 
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2.- Lesser Kestrels and Churches 
 

It is important to remember that kestrels are only here from April to September. They spend the 
rest of the year in their winter quarters in Africa. 
This route passes through several villages in which the churches are home to colonies of lesser 
kestrels. The trip offers the opportunity to combine the observation of these birds with cultural 
visits to the churches. This is a road trip of about 12 km, starting in Las Berlanas and finishing in 
San Juan de la Encinilla, just north of Avila. 
 
The first pair of kestrels can be seen in the Church of Santa Maria de Gandulle in Las Berlanas.   
Depending on the time of year, the birds can be observed mating or fattening their chicks. 
Sometimes the chicks fall out of the nest and, should this occur, it is important to inform the 
environmental services so that the birds can be looked after.  
 
Next to the church there is an old school which has been converted into a cote for kestrels. Every 
year a number of pairs breed in it. 
 

 
 

Access/Directions 

Pass La Moraña Lagoons Center on the road to El Oso and then take the CL -803 towards San Pedro 
del Arroyo. Pass Riocabado and a few kilometers later turn right and head for San Juan de la 
Encinilla. The church of San Juan Bautista, declared a historic monument, is at the end of the 
town, a little set apart from it. Kestrels can be seen on its roof. 
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Birdwatching Facilities 
It is necessary to use binoculars and telescopes to watch the birds up close. They are used to 
human so they can be observed from the streets of the towns and villages.  
 

Access/Directions 

From Ávila, take the Avila/ Salamanca highway.  Leave it after 14km and head in the direction of 
Arévalo. Just a few kilometres away lies the village of Las Berlanas.  Next to the cemetery is the 
Church of Santa Maria de Gandulle . 
To get to San Juan de la Encinilla from Las Berlanas go to El Oso and take the CL -803. Head 
towards San Pedro del Arroyo. Pass Riocabado and a few kilometers on the right is a road which 
leads to San Juan de la Encinilla . Go through the whole village and the church is on your right. 
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Representative species 

Lesser Kestrel (Falco naumanni) 
Common Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) 
White Stork (Ciconiaciconia) 
Northern Lapwing (Vanellusvanellus) 
European Turtle dove (Streptopeliaturtur) 
Red Kite (Milvusmilvus) 
Black Kite (Milvusmigrans) 
Montagu´s Harrier (Circuspygargus) 
Northern Harrier (Circuscyaneus) 
Northern Wheatear (Oenantheoenanthe)  
Barn Swallow (Hirundorustica) 
Spotless Starling (Sturnus unicolor) 
Corn Bunting (Emberiza calandra) 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow (Passermontanus) 
Griffon Vulture (Gypsfulvus) 
Cinereous Vulture (Aegypiusmonachus)  
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3.- From Arévalo to Madrigal, Steppe Birds 
 

 

Birds which are adapted to cereal crops and flat terrain are characteristic of the plain. These are 
the steppe birds and they can be seen in their natural habitat in the northern province of Ávila. 
Great bustards, little bustards, stone curlews, grouse, partridges and a long list of lark and wintering 
birds can be seen from the paths that cross this region of La Moraña. The route runs through the 
interior of the Tierra de Campinas, a Special Protected Area. 
 
Storks, kestrels, swifts and swallows can be seen from the Arévalo Castle, where the Adaja and 
Arevalillo Rivers meet. However, the real route begins after Arévalo. Just a few kilometers outside 
the village, on the road to Sinlabajos and Salvador de Zapardiel, the cereal plain can be seen in all 
its glory.  Bustards, little bustards, partridges, and all kinds of steppe birds can be observed here. In 
this open landscape the birds are shy so it is better not to get too close to them.  
 
There are lesser kestrels in Salvador de Zapardiel and in the churches of almost all the villages on 
the route. Other birds of prey such as black and red kites, harriers and hen harriers and buzzards 
can be spotted. 
 

The lanes that run between Salvador de Zapardiel, Castellanos de Zapardiel, San Esteban de 
Zapardiel are an excellent place from which to search for the elusive bustards hiding in the fields. 
 
In Madrigal de las Altas Torres there are flocks of great bustards and little bustards. The time of 
year will determine how easy they are to observe. 
 
In the former San Agustín Convent in Madrigal, there is a colony of lesser kestrel, and at Madrigal 
itself there is an interpretation center about this bird. 
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Birdwatching facilities 

Binoculars and telescopes are a must for this route. Bustards are large birds but at certain times of 
day, they hide among the crops. To observe them without disturbing them, they must first be 
located from afar. A distance of 200m should be respected when observing them in their natural 
habitat. 
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Access/Directions 

Leave Arévalo and take the C -605. Head for Madrigal de las Altas Torres. 1.5 km from the Arévalo 
exit roundabout, turn right and go in the direction of Sinlabajos. 6 km along this road is Salvador 
de Zapardiel, Valladolid.   
To go to Castellanos de Zapardiel head back in the direction of Arévalo, but take the intersection 
on your right immediately outside Salvador de Zapardiel. San Esteban de Zapardiel is about 3.5km 
away and Castellanos de Zapardiel 2km. From there continue to Barromán  and then to Madrigal 
de las Altas Torres, which is 6.5km away. 
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Representative Species 
Bustard (Otis tarda) 
Little Bustard (Tetraxtetrax) 
Lesser Kestrel (Falco naumanni) 
Common Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) 
White Stork (Ciconiaciconia) 
Northern Lapwing (Vanellusvanellus) 
European Turtle Dove (Streptopeliaturtur) 
Red Kite (Milvusmilvus) 
Black Kite (Milvusmigrans) 
Common Buzzard (Buteobuteo) 
Montagu´s Harrier (Circuspygargus) 
Northern Harrier (Circuscyaneus) 
Northern Wheatear (Oenantheoenanthe)  
Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) 
Spotless Starling (Sturnus unicolor) 
Corn Bunting (Emberiza calandra) 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow (Passermontanus) 
Griffon Vulture (Gypsfulvus) 
Cinereous Vulture (Aegypiusmonachus) 
Black-winged Stilt (Himantopushimantopus) 
Black-bellied Sandgrouse (Pteroclesorientalis)  
 
 

 
 

 


