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1. Itinerary: Madre de las Marismas del Rocío  
 

This route borders the wetland in front of the village El Rocio. (Almonte, Huelva).   

The wetland is the largest and most important feature of this Natural Area and makes Doñana 
essential for birds which are breeding, wintering or simply stopping off on their migratory routes. 
At certain times of the year, almost a hundred species of bird and more than a million individuals 
can be counted. It is this ornithological wealth that gives Doñana its unmistakable identity and 
demonstrates its importance in the conservation of birds on an international scale. 

 

Minimum water levels permitting, species such as the glossy ibis, the Eurasian spoonbill and the 
flamingo can be seen all year round.  It is even possible to observe the Iberian imperial eagle. Also 
present are all the species of the family Ardeidae which inhabit the Iberian Peninsula. Of special 
interest are the grey heron (with over 500 breeding pairs), the squacco heron, which is endangered, 
and the extremely rare bittern. 

   

With the arrival of the first autumn rains, water levels in the marsh begin to rise and by winter 
the area has been converted into a great lake. Large numbers of water birds winter or stopping off 
here on their migratory routes.  Among them are northern shovelers, greylag geese, northern 
pintails, mallards, flamingos, coots, avocets, dunlins, black-tailed godwits and black headed gulls. In 
addition to these, there are many others including waders, birds of prey and passerines. Equally 
important are both the black and white storks. 
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When spring comes, the marsh is slowly covered by a lush green carpet dotted with flowers. 
Summer brings birds such as the grey heron, the little bittern and the collared pratincole from the 
sub-Saharan region.  The wetland is also home to a large number of breeding pairs, among which 
are the grey heron, the little bittern, the purple swamphen or the great egret. Annual numbers are 
in excess of 1000 pairs in the cases of species like the glossy ibis, the coot or the common egret.  

Particularly noteworthy is the presence of the ferruginous duck, marbled teal, squacco heron and 
white-headed duck, as these birds are all classified as Endangered or Near Threatened. Birds which 
are in danger of extinction, such as the emblematic Iberian imperial eagle, the marbled teal or 
crested coot, breed in this wetland. The osprey population is of special interest among those 
classified as Vulnerable.  

In the past, the state of the wetland depended on the river, a number of its tributaries and the 
tides. Nowadays, however, the marsh is flooded only by a number of streams and by rainwater. In 
an ecosystem which is heavily influenced by the season, this causes the landscape to change a 
great deal. From the dry, cracked landscape of the summer, with its yellow and ochre tones, it 
changes to a grey lakeside scene in autumn and winter then dons a coat of green in the spring.  

 

Although there are no hills or raised areas of any significance in this landscape, small differences 
in the height and level of the wetland provide the conditions for diverse habitats. In the lower 
marsh, where damselfish and grasses predominate, species such as the mallard, red-crested 
pochard, great-crested grebe or ferruginous duck are found. These are birds which can be 
considered to be genuinely aquatic. Home to the saltwater and freshwater saltwort plant, the 
upper marsh is also known as the saltwort marsh or the dry/salty marsh. This is the preferred 
habitat of colonies of waders, avocets, pratincoles and stilts. Reddish in tone, this area is a clayish 
salty steppe almost all year round. It is only partially covered with water in the winter.  

Cutting through the marsh in all directions are what were once the beds of streams and 
tributaries of the river. These channels, known as caños, are now covered with reeds and bulrushes. 
Hiding within them, frogs, carp, Iberian ribbed newts, Galapagos turtles, western swamp hens, 
bittern and kingfishers share the habitat.  Whilst some prefer these conditions, many species, such 
as the little tern and the plover, choose to nest in areas which are slightly raised above those 
which are periodically covered in water. 
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The horse is another animal to be seen in Doñana. It´s presence is a reminder of the importance 
of livestock in the area throughout history. Taking place on June 26,th la Saca de las Yeguas is a 
tradition which began 500 years ago and still continues today. Mares and foals are taken from the 
pastures on which they have been grazing during the year and are led to Almonte for their tuza y 
marcaje. This involves the branding and the sale of the animals.  It is certainly remarkable to see 
more than one thousand horses pass through the door of El Rocio Chapel in the morning or enter 
Almonte at sundown. 

 

Birdwatching Facilities 

At the end of the route is the Franciso Bernis Ornithology Centre, which is managed by SEO/Bird 
Life. It is an excellent place for bird watching. Telescopes and binoculars are available for visitors 
and staff provide expert information on the birds in Doñana. In addition to this, there are many 
information panels, a diorama about the wetland birds and a souvenir shop. Courses, talks and 
exhibitions of painting and photography are held on the second floor.  
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How to reach 

This route is located near El Rocio, a remarkable village with little more than a thousand 
inhabitants. Despite its size, up to a million people gather at the Romería del Rocío every year.  

El Rocio is the International Village of the Horse and offers the visitor a wealth of surprises 
including its sand covered streets and original architecture. There are many other places of 
interest such as the Hermitage of the Virgin of Rocio, the Acebuchal Square, the Ajolí Bridge or the 
Boca del Lobo. El Rocio can be reached from Huelva or Sevilla on the A-49. Take the exit to the A-
483 and head for Bollullos del Condado, Almonte and El Rocio. 

The footpath is 2.1km and starts near Manecorro, one of the access points to the National Park. It is  
located in front of The Rocina Visitor Centre. The route borders the wetland and runs along the 
Paseo Marismeño to the Francisco Bernis Ornithological Centre.  
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Species present at different times of the year 

Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 
Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata) 
Red-crested Pochard (Netta rufina) 
Gadwall (Anas strepera) 
Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) 
Eurasian Teal (Anas creca) 
Common Pochard (Aythya ferina) 
Greylag Goose (Anser anser)  
Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea)  
Western Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) 
Little Egret (Egretta garzetta) 
Western Great Egret (Egretta alba) 
Eurasian Spoonbill (Platalea leucorodia) 
Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) 
White stork (Ciconia ciconia) 
Greater Flamingo (Phoenicopterus roseus) 
Common Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus) 
Purple Swamphen (Porphyrio porphyrio) 
Eurasian Coot (Fulica atra) 
Red-knobbed Coot (Fulica cristata) 
Black-winged Stilt (Himantopus himantopus) 
Pied Avocet (Recurvirostra avosetta) 
Eurasian Stone Curlew (Burhinus oedicnemus) 
Collared Pratincole (Glareola pratincola) 
Northern Lapwing (Vanellus vallenus) 
Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) 
Whiskered Tern (Chlidonias hybrida) 
Pin-tailed Sand Grouse (Pterocles alchata) 
Calandra Lark(Melanocorypha calandra) 
Greater short-toed lark (Calandrella brachydactyla) 
Montagu´s Harrier (Cyrcus pygargus) 
Lesser Kestrel (Falco naumanni) 
Common Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) 
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2.- Doñana Wetlands - José Antonio Valverde 
Visitor Centre 
 
The main focus of this route is the wetland, a feature which characterizes Doñana. The path 
begins in an area prior to the marsh, where the landscape changes from the red earth of the more 
southern territories in Aljarafe to the blue grey of the marshes around the Guadilquivir. 
 
Situated between these two landscapes is Dehesa de Abajo Nature Reserve (La Puebla del Río, 
Seville). Combining the Mediterranean mountains and the wetlands, the area is rich in flora and 
fauna. There are many wild olive trees and it is interesting to note the number of birds of prey 
which nest there. There is also a large an important colony of storks. 

 
The contrast between the two zones becomes accentuated as the route continues. This is due to 
the extent of the wetlands and the plain on which they lie.  The increased contrast can also be 
observed in the case of the vegetation. In stark juxtaposition to the diversity of the meadows and 
the pines there is a monoculture of rice in what is known as the transformed marsh. 
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Substituting the native vegetation, this crop defines the seasonal nature of the wetland, inundated 
from the end of winter to the beginning of summer. Crossed by brown dividing lines, the silver 
tones of the flooded areas dominate the landscape during this period. From spring to autumn, the 
rice forms a lush green carpet, a stunning contrast to the marsh in the hot, dry summer. 

Aquaculture is also part of the transformed marsh. Veta La Palma, for example, plays a 
fundamental role in the conservation of European birds. It guarantees food to those species which 
complete their development cycle in the area from birth and also allows them to migrate. Besides 
this, it provides food for those birds which stay in the area temporarily on their migratory routes 
between Europe and Africa, especially from July to October. 

In Doñana, Veta La Palma is the main refuge for the osprey during the wintering period. At present 
there is a population of 21 birds during this period. Ringing studies have shown that ospreys from 
countries such as Scotland, Sweden, France and Germany use the estate as wintering quarters. Veta 
La Palma is also extremely important to aquatic birds which are classified as Threatened. Large 
numbers of white-headed duck and marbled teal are a constant presence. In January, 163 white-
headed ducks were counted and in November there were 204 marbled teal.  (The Regional 
Government of Andalusia Council for Environmental and Territorial Planning, Annual Report and 
Results Doñana Natural Space, 2013). Aquatic birds and waders can be observed throughout the 
year in Caña Travieso and Brazo de la Torre. Of special interest are the squacco heron, grey heron, 
egret, purple swamphen, sandpiper, redshank and marsh harrier. Roosting in the reedbeds in 
Entremuros and Brazo de la Torre, a total number of 1633 marsh harriers have been counted at one 
time. (Winter 2012) 
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From this point on the route continues in the drained marsh. Nowadays, this area is a semi-closed 
system. Water comes into the marsh from irrigation drains, the rain and occasionally from the 
exceptional flooding of the Guadiamar River and is then removed by pumping stations. Entering 
Doñana through Los Caracoles, the course of the Guadiamar is natural, as dams and canals have 
recently been removed. This has enabled the river to recover all its ecological functions. In this 
area it is possible to see Montagu´s harrier, a species which breeds in Doñana and is classified as 
Vulnerable. It is estimated that there were 8 pairs in 2014.  

The path continues along the Muro de Confederación de la FAO until it reaches The Jose Antonio 
Valverde Visitor Centre, situated at the edge of the wetland of the National Park. This area has not 
been transformed and is, therefore, the best place to observe the natural processes characteristic of 
these ecosystems.  

To the left of the path are a number of large sunken areas, which are deeper and saltier than the 
rest of the marsh. These ponds or lakes are known as lucios. Lucio de Cerrada Garrido and Lucio 
del Lobo are examples of this feature. Normally water covers these areas well into the start of 
summer. Within them the vegetation grows in bands made up of buttercups, bulrushes and 
grasses. The depth of the water and the high levels of salinity prevent the growth of vegetation in 
the central areas. Like the caños or channels mentioned previously, the lucios provide shelter and 
a lasting source of water so, as the rest of the marsh dries up, hundreds of ducks and coots gather 
in them. 

The birds which are present in the highest numbers are shovelers (over 100 000 in the combined 
Guadilquivir Wetlands), greylag geese, mallards, northern pintails, flamingos, coots, avocets, 
sandpipers, black-tailed godwits, black-headed gulls and slender-billed gulls.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ORNITHOLOGICAL 
ITINERARIES 
Doñana 
Doñana Natural Area/ 10 

 

Birdwatching Facilities 

On this route there are two places to observe birds at a more leisurely pace. La Cañada de los 
Pájaros (La Puebla del Río, Sevilla) and Dehesa de Abajo (La Puebla del Río) are privately managed 
nature reserves which have a commitment from the Regional Government of Andalusia. 
Investigation into breeding the red-knobbed coot in captivity is carried out at La Cañada de los 
Pájaros and similar projects are also in place for species such as the white-headed duck, slender 
billed gull and marbled teal. Not only is there is a very important colony of white storks in Dehesa 
de Alba, but facilities are available for the public to observe the fauna in general. 

The J.A.Valverde Visitor Centre (Aznalcázar, Sevilla) owes its name to one of the pioneers of 
conservation in this Natural Area, Juan Antonio Valverde. However, it is also known as Cerrado 
Garrido, a name which comes from the area in which it is located. The centre overlooks a deep, 
salty lake or pond. Not only does this lake provide the centre´s characteristic views, but an 
incredible variety of birdlife gathers in it. Among the birds which can be observed are species 
considered remarkable for the spectacular recovery of their populations in recent years. The purple 
swamphen and the glossy ibis are such examples. Referring to the purple swamphen, 2000 
individuals have recently been counted. In the case of the glossy ibis there were over 4000. 

 

In its style, the architecture of the J.A.Valverde Visitor is similar to a marshland hut. It has one 
floor and is built parallel to the lagoon, the windows of the southern facade opening onto 
spectacular views. The exhibition within the centre gives in-depth information on subjects related 
to the marsh. There are also details of organized activities and other public facilities and 
organizations. In addition to providing excellent spots for birdwatching, the centre has an 
audiovisual room, a gallery a café and there is a footpath alongside the lake which leads to two 
outdoor observatories. 

 

Access/Directions 

The route offers the opportunity to combine different means of transport. It can be travelled by 
bike on foot or by car. It is situated in the north east of Doñana Natural Area and can be reached 
via a number of towns in the province of Seville. Within nearest reach are La Puebla del Río, Isla 
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Mayor, Villamanrique de la Condesa and Aznalcázar. The length and duration of the route depends 
on where it is started and up to a day may be required to complete it. The longest route is 90km 
and passes through all the towns mentioned above, in addition to Pílas. It is possible to shorten the 
trip to 70km by starting at Vado del Quema and following the Guadiamar river downstream. There 
are tourist companies in the area which offer a guided tour of this route 

 As the paths on the route are not paved, their state varies depending on the time of year. For this 
reason it advisable to acquire information prior to the visit.  

 

 
 

Representative Species 

Common Sandpiper (Actitis hypoleucos) 
Common Redshank (Tringa totanus) 
Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) 
Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) 
Pied Avocet (Recurvirostra avosetta) 
Black-crowned Night Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) 
Squacco Heron (Ardeola ralloides) 
Little Bittern (Ixobrychus minutus) 
Purple Swamphen (Porphyrio porphyrio) 
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Eurasian Spoonbill (Platalea leucorodia) 
Greater Flamingo (Phoenicopterus roseus) 
Black Stork (Ciconia nigra) 
Common Crane (Grus grus) 
Northern Shoveler(Anas clypeata) 
Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) 
Eurasian Widgeon (Anas penelope) 
Eurasian Teal (Anas crecca) 
Garganey (Anas querquedula) 
Marbled Duck (Marmaronetta angustirostris) 
Great Crested Grebe (Podipceps cristatus) 
Eurasian coot (Fulica atra) 
Red-knobbed Coot (Fulica cristata) 
Greylag Goose (Anser anser) 
Lesser Short-toed Lark (Calandrella rufescens) 
Pin-tailed Sandgrouse (Pterocles alchata) 
Griffon Vulture (Gyps fulvus) 
Egyptian Vulture (Neophron percnopterus) 
Black Kite (Milvus migrans) 
Montagu´s Harrier (Circus pygargus) 
Short-toed Snake Eagle (Circaetus gallicus) 
Iberian Imperial Eagle (Aquila adalberti) 
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3. Itinerary: La Rocina Stream, Charco de la 
Boca 
 

This area offers a wealth of possibilities, whether it be a quiet morning walk, an afternoon 
observing birds or discovering the trails of animals or an evening contemplating a beautiful sunset. 

El Charco de la Boca is the last stretch of La Rocina stream. At this point the water´s course 
widens and becomes shallower, forming a small lagoon. This stream brings a great deal of water 
into the Doñana wetlands. It is an excellent state of conservation and has undergone very little 
change. For this reason, its banks support plant formations which are of great ecological value 
such as ash groves, willow groves, ferneries and reedbeds. In addition to these, there are cork oak 
forests and well developed areas of shrubs. These plant formations continue into the interior with 
cistus shrubs or reforested stone pine woods. 
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The next part of the route passes Algaidas del Carrizal and Algaida del Meloncillo, small tributaries 
which are responsible for providing the main course with water during periods of low rainfall and 
also for evacuating it when water levels are high. Here, the peaty soils allow the development of 
distinct plant communities.  

 
 
The diversity of the habitats enables many birds to feed and breed here.  Among these birds are 
passerines like the common chaffinch, cirl bunting, Eurasian blue tit, Eurasian blackcap, long-
tailed tit and common nightingale. Aquatic birds such as the purple swamphen, great crested 
grebe and little bittern are also present.  Of the raptors, the marsh harrier and both the black and 
red kite can be observed. 
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Birdwatching Facilities 

The path at Charco de la Boca is 3.5km long. As it is composed of circular and linear sections, it is a 
very flexible route, allowing the visitor to adapt it to their requirements. There is a wooden 
boardwalk and the route can be classed as low-level difficulty.  It begins in front of The Rocina 
Visitor Centre situated by the stream which gives it its name.  
 In the centre, there are panels and information about visiting the area. There is also an exhibition 
which explores different aspects of the Romeria del Rocio.  It is located in a marshland hut, built in 
the traditional style of the area. The hides situated along the path are constructed in the same 
way and the materials used are particularly suited to the local climate. 
In addition to all this, there is an audiovisual room which offers a film about the stream.  
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Access/Directions 

Located on the A -483, near the village El Rocío (Almonte, Huelva ), the route is 1km in the direction 
of Matalascañas. It is situated next to The Rocina Visitor Center. There is also signposted car park 
here.  
 

 
Representative Species 

Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea) 
Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea) 
Little Egret (Egretta garzetta) 
Little Bittern (Ixobrychus minutus) 
White Stork (Ciconia ciconia) 
Eurasian spoonbill (Platalea leucorodia) 
Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) 
Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 
Red-crested Pochard (Netta Rufina) 
Common Pochard (Aythya ferina) 
Common Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus) 
Purple Swamphen (Porphyrio porphyrio) 
Eurasion coot (Fulica atra) 
Black kite (Milvus migrans) 
Red Kite (Milvus milvus) 
Western Marsh Harrier (Circus aeruginosus) 
Common Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) 
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4.- The beach in Doñana National Park, 
Matalascañas – Punta de Malandar 
There are 30 kilometres of unspoilt beach from Matalascañas to the mouth of the river 
Guadalquivir. This stretch of coastline is part of Doñana National Park.  The smooth, sandy 
beaches have gentle slopes and large inter-tidal distances. They are formed by the accumulation of 
solid material which is broken down into fine loose particles. Silica sand and biological material 
such as mollusc shells are present.  
Southwesterly winds alter the profile of the beaches and form dunes along the coast. In this 
system the dunes are in constant migration. Very specialized, short lived plants form the first 
barrier to the sand, which is home to small crustaceans and moluscs. These are an important food 
source for oystercatchers, sandpipers and plovers. Other birds feast on the remains of algae, dead 
plants and animals such as fish, crabs, jellyfish, dolphins, whales and turtles which are deposited 
on the beach by ocean currents. 
 
Large flocks of seabirds and waders can be seen on the coastal strip of Doñana. Of the first group 
the yellow-legged gull and the lesser black-backed gull are of special note. Just as much so is 
Audouin´s gull, which appears in large numbers, especially during post-nuptial migration. They 
are often accompanied by smaller numbers of species such as the slender-billed gull, black-headed 
gull and the Mediterranean gull. 
Oystercatchers, sanderlings and plovers dominate the group of waders. The plovers nest on the 
beach itself and others which share this habitat, albeit in smaller numbers, are the red-knot and 
the bar-tailed godwit.  

 

Looking out to sea in winter, it is possible to make out seabirds like the common scoter, the 
northern gannet, the razorbill, the Balearic shearwater, the great skua. Sometimes, during severe 
storms, kittiwakes and little gulls can be seen darting between the huge waves that break on the 
shore .  
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Terns can be seen throughout the year. However, it is in the summer months, when the autumn 
migration occurs, that they form large mixed flocks near the mouth of the river. At this time, 
sandwich terns, common terns, little terns and black terns share their roosts with the scarce 
caspian terns or the extremely rare red-billed and lesser crested terns. 
 
The beach is a source of food for many other animals and birds. For example, the European crow, 
black kite, magpie, fox and wild boar can be seen searching for carrion there. 
 
In the beach area and the first line of dunes, there are a number of buildings which bear witness 
to the presence of humans in the Natural Area, for example, the beacon towers for the surveillance 
of the coast, the Police and Civil Guard headquarters, the remains of bunkers from World War II 
and the homes of fishermen and holiday-makers. Currently, the first two serve as a nesting place 
for pairs of Peregrine falcon. The new Police Headquarters is in good condition but the other 
buildings are in a state of ruin or have disappeared. 
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Access/Directions 

The itinerary takes in 30 km of unspoilt beach in Doñana National Park. The path is linear and 
can be started either on the beach at Matalascañas in Almonte (Huelva), or in Sanlucar de 
Barrameda (Cádiz ) . To start the route in the latter town, cross the Guadalquivir River on one of 
the barges near its mouth. The itinerary can be done on foot or by bicycle. It can also be visited in 
ATVs with private companies that include this route as part of more extensive tours of the 
National Park.  
 

 
 

Especies representativas  

Yellow-legged Gull (Larus cachinans) 
Lesser Black-backed gull (Larus fuscus subspp.) 
Andouin´s  Gull(Larus audouinii) 
Slender-billed Gull (Larus genei) 
Black-headed gull (Larus ridibundus) 
Mediterranean Gull (Larus melanocephalus) 
Kittiwake (Larus tridactylus) 
Little Gull (Larus minutus) 
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Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra) 
Great Skua  (Sula bassana) 
Razorbill (Alca torda) 
Sooty Shearwater (Puffinus griseus) 
Great Skua (Catharacta erythrinus) 
Sandwich tern (Sterna sandvicensis) 
Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) 
Little Tern (Sterna albifrons) 
Black Tern (Chlidonias niger) 
Caspian Tern (Sterna caspia) 
Lesser Crested Tern (Sterna bengalensis) 
Eurasian Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) 
Sanderling (Calidris alba) 
Kentish Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus) 
Red Knot (Calidris canutus) 
Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) 
Black Kite (Milvus migrans) 
Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus peregrinus) 
Northern Raven (Corvus corax) 
Eurasian Magpie  (Pica pica) 
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5. Itinerary: La Algaida 
The itinerary starts in the Tarelo Lagoon, the result of aggregate extraction in the 1980´s. This 
activity left the water table exposed. The vegetation is very scarce and, depending on the season 
and flood levels, many species can be seen. Among them are the little grebe, crested grebe, 
common coot, little egret and several species of duck such as the mallard, shoveler or Malvasia . 
 

The route continues through the pine forest of Algaida, where the landscape is that of a reforested 
coastal pine grove. The water table is very close to the surface here. Made up of Pinus pinea, this 
pine grove is accompanied by shrubs and savin junipers in the highest zones. In the lower areas, 
where the water table is nearer, there are mastic trees, flax-leafed daphne, heather and oleander. 
Although they are difficult to spot, many species of mammal live in this area. It is the habitat of 
the fox, the badger, the weasel and the genet.  The Montpellier and ladder snake are among the 
reptiles, in addition to the ocellated lizard or even the chameleon. 
 

 
Raptors are of special interest among the birds. Many red kites roost in this area and 42 territorial 
pairs were counted in the entire Natural Area in the spring of 2014.  Several of those birds are 
established in this pine forest. Buzzards, booted eagles, short-toed snake eagles and common 
kestrels can also be seen. Some other birds which nest in the forest are wood pigeons, hoopoes, grey 
shrikes, bee eaters and  nightjars   
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Near the marshes of Bonanza, are the Monte Algaida Salt Mines. Permission is required to visit 
them As they are private mines.  The Bonanza marshes have clayish, saline soils, which condition 
the type of vegetation which grows there. Saltwort is present, as is samphire, also known as 
glasswort. The seasonal nature of this ecosystem and its dependence on rainfall are not reflected in 
these marshes because of the fact that salt is produced here. Large areas are flooded for this 
purpose and are inundated when the natural marshes on the other bank of the river are dry. In 
this landscape we can appreciate how human activity and the transformations incurred by it can 
be totally compatible with the environmental conservation of an area.  
Flamingos are seen here in their thousands.  Also present in high numbers are avocets, stilts, and 
other wading birds. Depending on the time of year and flood levels, there are shovelers, pintails, 
teal and more. The grey heron, and both the little egret and the cattle egret are present 
throughout most of the year. Among the birds of prey, black kites, marsh harrier and osprey are 
often observed. 
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Birdwatching Facilities 

The Visitor Center is located in a former ice factory in Sanlucar de Barrameda (Cádiz ). For this 
reason it is called The Ice Factory Visitor Centre. There is a short drive from Sanlucar to Avenida 
de Bajo de Guia s/n, the fishing distrist where the centre is located and the start of the boardwalk. 
This center provides an overview of the Doñana Natural Area and information is available on 
many aspects of it, from the flora and fauna that make up the landscapes, to the richness of the 
marine ecosystem associated with the mouth of the Guadalquivir. The history and culture of the 
Lower Guadalquivir and Doñana is also explored and archaeological reproductions are on display. 
 
Access 

Leaving Sanlucar de Barrameda take the CA- 9027 road, which leads to Monte Algaida, an 
agricultural colony .The itinerary begins in the Laguna del Tarelo.  From there take the marked 
footpath Cerro del Aguila and continue along it. 
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Representative Species 

Eurasian Avocet (Recurvirostra avosetta) 
Black Winged Stilt (Himantopus himantopus) 
Greater Flamingo (Phoenicopterus roseus) 
Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata) 
Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) 
Eurasian Teal (Anas crecca) 
White-headed Duck (Oxyura leucocephala) 
Great crested Grebe (Podipceps cristatus) 
Black necked grebe (Podiceps nigricollis) 
Little Grebe (Tachybaptus ruficollis) 
Eurasion coot (Fulica atra) 
Grey Heron (Ardea cinérea) 
Little Egret (Egretta garzetta) 
Glossy Ibis (Bubulcus ibis) 
Eurasian Hoopoe (Upupa epops) 
European Bee Eater (Merops apiaster) 
Great Grey Shrike (Lanius excubitor) 
European Nightjar (Caprimulgus europaeus) 
Common Wood Pigeon (Columba palumbus) 
Western Marsh Harrier (Circus aeruginosus) 
Common Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) 
Eurasian Hobby (Falco subbuteo) 
Black Kite (Milvus migrans) 
Western Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 
Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo) 
Booted Eagle (Hieraaetus pennatus) 
Short-toed Snake Eagle. (Circaetus gallicus) 


